
St Mary’s RC Primary School:   

Autumn Term E– Safety Newsletter 

 

Below is a round up of important safety information for parents and children. These are current and topical areas, which 

we thought should be highlighted to parents. We are lucky that these areas aren’t issues in our school. The online world 

is always changing rapidly and we want everyone to be kept up to date of recent developments, fads and issues. Should 

you like to discuss any of this in more detail or have any questions then please let us know. 

Snapchat 

Snapchat is one of the most popular apps with children, where you can send photographs for a short amount 

of time. We teach children about the issues associated with taking too many photographs and they appropri-

ate types of photographs to send.  

 

Should your child use this app, we are advising that a feature called ‘Snap map’ is disabled.  

This tells recipients of messages where you are and automatically records your location.  

 

Snap streaks… your child gets a streak if they snap every day. This is causing issues with people logging into other’s ac-

count to carry on streaks for friends. We advise people not to share passwords or accounts.  

 

Snapchat is popular as photos disappear after 10 seconds, however there is an increasing problem of people saving these 

photos to share later. Should they have this app, we teach children to use it and appropriately, including what is safe to 

share.  

Frequent Locations  

Are you aware your frequent locations on your smartphone tracks and predicts where 

you are? We are recommending these are turned off, especially for children’s devices.  

Updates– Apps to stay away from.  

All parents should be aware of these recent apps which we are recommending  

not be used or should be supervised.  

 

Yellow – A form of tinder for children, where children swipe to accept new friends  

Sahara – Anonymous snap chat, where anyone can send photos or messages  

Periscope – Live streaming app, open to the public, which poses a safeguarding risk  

Social Silos… Did you know that if you read an article on social media, the site pushes other similar articles to your 

feed? You may be in danger of having fake news reinforced and be in a social silo. We teach children not to get all of 

their news from social media.  

You Tube  

The biggest craze nowadays is You Tubers. Children love watching you tubers speak about various areas and are good 

entertainment. However be wary… Do you know what the you tuber is talking about?  

 

Over the past few months, there has been a worrying increase in You Tubers being involved in inappropriate areas. Re-

member these are just people recording from their home. There are no checks on content. Below is a list of scandals 

some famous YouTubers have been caught up in over the past few months.  

 Joking about joining ISIS  

 Trolled fans  

 Anti-Semitic ‘jokes’  

 Making light of sexual abuse,  

 Racist language  

As with all of the above, we are not advising children not to spend time online, to stop listening to their favourite YouTu-

ber or stop using their app. We believe that children should be educated about the dangers online and be taught how to 

keep themselves safe. Part of this is making sure parents are aware of the dangers and can monitor use appropriately. 

Please can we ask that parents discuss, and check regularly, what children do online.  


