
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

On behalf of everybody at St Mary’s I hope that you have had a wonderful Summer holidays and that your 

batteries are fully recharged for the exciting year ahead.  Welcome back everyone! An extra special wel-

come is extended to our new Reception families who are just starting their journey with us; we welcome 

you into the St Mary’s family and hope that you enjoy becoming a special part of our school community. 

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

‘Welcome to…’ 

As last years were such a success we will again be holding ‘Welcome to…’ ses-

sions in order to help both the children and the parents, both of whom are ex-

cited and anxious in equal measure over what the new year group entails.  

These are short informal sessions but provide an excellent opportunity for par-

ents to meet their child’s new teacher, learn about class routines, the curricu-

lum and ask any questions that they may be worried about.  These sessions will 

take place straight after school thus allowing for childcare to be provided by staff for St Mary’s children.  

Key Stage Two ‘Welcome to…’ is on Wednesday 14th September and Key Stage One ‘Welcome to…’ is on 

Wednesday 21st September.  We look forward to meeting as many of you as possible. 

 

School Travel Plan 

I’m very pleased to report that St Mary’s has recently been awarded a Bronze 

Level Award for promoting sustainable travel.  Thanks are extended to all the 

children for their hard work throughout the second half of last year.  Please 

watch out for updates throughout this new school year for the new initiatives 

and special events which will be held in school.   

 

Earrings   

Can I please remind all parents that children are NOT allowed to wear ear-

rings in school under any circumstances.  Sorry but covering them with a 

plaster is NOT a suitable alternative.  This is school policy and has been 

adopted for the safety of the children.  Thank you for your co-operation. 
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                                              Attendance  

Our whole school attendance is currently running at: 97.2% 

Thank you for your continued support in helping to raise whole school attendance.  

Please remember that ‘attendance warning letters’ are a supportive vehicle designed to raise awareness 

and in no way threaten.  It is really important that children attend school as one missed day is 5 hours of 

lost learning!  Equally being 10 minutes late each day is the same as only having 4 English lessons that 

week instead of 5.  My door is always open to listen to any concerns parents or carers may have concern-

ing attendance problems.  We are working in partnership to help all children fulfil their potential. 

 

Sleeping Beauty 

We will be taking the children to the theatre again this year as part of our fes-

tive calendar.  This year, on Friday 2nd December, we will be going to watch 

Sleeping Beauty at The Empire Theatre in Consett.  The cost of this trip will be 

£10 - this money will purchase a ticket for entry, private coach travel and re-

freshments once inside.  The children thoroughly enjoyed this last year and it 

is a wonderful way to start December.  Thank you for your continued support. 

 

High School 

Best Wishes 

As we reach the end of our first week our thoughts and best wishes are with our for-

mer Year 6 children who have started their High School journeys; we wish them all 

the very best, that they settle in quickly and all enjoy their time there.  They have 

left us but will never be forgotten - good luck Year 7! 

Miss Bingley, who was our Year 1 teacher last year, has just finished her first week at 

Burnopfield Primary School.  We all know how lucky the children are there to be working with such a gift-

ed teacher.  Good Luck Miss Bingley! 

Congratulations are extended to Mr Richardson who was married over the Summer holidays; we wish the 

newly weds a very happy future together. 

We welcome back Mrs Ewart.  We are all very excited to have Mrs Ewart back in school and I know the 

children are looking forward to working with her. WELCOME BACK! 

Our attendance target for the year is to be above 97% 

The application process for the Secondary Admissions 2017 intake is due to begin on Monday 12th Sep-

tember 2016.  Parents can make their application for secondary school online by visiting 

www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions.  The closing date for Secondary School Applications is 31st Oc-

tober 2016.  If parents do not wish to apply online they can complete a paper application form, and 

these are available to print from the above mentioned website. 
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Data Collection 

It is important for the safeguarding of your child that you inform us of any changes re-

lating to emergency contacts.  Could you please inform the office as soon as possible, in 

order for school records to be kept up to date and accurate, regarding any changes to 

contact telephone numbers or actual addresses.  We would also ask that if your child 

has any medical needs which have changed since they started school that the school is 

made aware so appropriate medical plans can be formed.  Examples include: Asthma, Eczema, allergies, 

diabetes.  Again thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 

 

School Dinners 

A reminder that from September 2016 there will be a small increase in the cost of a 

school meal; the new cost will be £2 per day.  School dinners are highly nutritious and 

offer the children a lovely warm alternative to a packed lunch.  If you are interested in 

school dinners then please contact the office for further information.  Children in Years 

R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a free school meal as part the governments Universal Infant Free School Meal 

initiative. 

 

Clubs 

After school clubs will be up and running within the next fortnight.  

Letters will be been sent out regarding specific club information and lo-

gistical details. 

 

Date Event Time 

Wednesday14th September KS2 ‘Welcome to…’ 3:20pm—4:00pm 

Tuesday 20th September Tempest  Photographs All Day 

Wednesday 21st September KS1 ‘Welcome to…’ 3:20pm—4:00pm 

Wednesday 28th September Welcome Mass - St Mary’s Church 10:00am 

Friday 30th September Macmillan Coffee Event PM 

Tuesday 4th October Anti Bullying Roadshow AM 

Wednesday 19th October  Year 3 Harvest Mass TBC 

Thursday 20th October Reception Welcome Liturgy 2:30pm 

Friday 21st October House Day All Day 

Diary Dates 
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