
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back after the summer holidays.  It was lovely to see the children returning to school so eager 

and keen - they have taken to their new year groups well and are already getting down to learning.  A very 

special welcome to the children and families who have joined our school this year, we look forward to 

getting to know them and helping them to feel part of our school family. 

 

We also welcome two new members of staff, or should I say welcome back:  Miss McKeown who will be 

teaching Year 3 this year is a former pupil, and Mrs Greer-Cross who is our new Teaching Assistant and 

will be based primarily in Year 1 worked with us 2 years ago.  They are both looking forward to working 

with your children and helping them to develop their potential. 

 

We started our week with a ‘welcome back’ assembly and the children thought about what they wanted 

to achieve this year - some simply wanted try new things, others wanted to excel in different subjects this 

year, and just about everyone wanted to do their very best in everything; I’m sure all the children will 

achieve their dreams this year as they are all wonderfully gifted individuals! 

 

Finally our thoughts and prayers are given to the children and the staff who left our school last year.  May 

their transition into St Bede’s, and for the staff new career opportunities, be both exciting and rewarding . 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

 

P.E. Kits 

P.E. is a compulsory part of the curriculum and children can only be excused for 

medical reasons.  We have a very exciting range of sports planned for this year and 

I would hate for the children to miss out.  Can I please remind everyone that having 

the correct P.E. kit is equally as important as coming to school in the correct uni-

form every day.  The correct P.E. includes: white t-shirt, navy blue shorts, black slip 

on plimsolls (KS1) and trainers (KS2).  Footballs strips are at no point acceptable attire for P.E. lessons.  

Can I please request that a P.E. kit is available in school at all times. 
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                                              Attendance  

Our whole school attendance is currently running at:  96 % 

Thank you for your continued support in helping to raise whole school attendance.  

Please remember that ‘attendance warning letters’ are a supportive vehicle designed to raise awareness 

and in no way threaten.  It is really important that children attend school as one missed day is 5 hours of 

lost learning!  Equally being 10 minutes late each day is the same as only having 4 English lessons that 

week instead of 5.  My door is always open to listen to any concerns parents or carers may have concern-

ing attendance problems.  We are working in partnership to help all children fulfil their potential. 

 

Data Collection 

It is important for the safeguarding of your child that you inform us of any changes re-

lating to emergency contacts.  Could you please inform the office as soon as possible, in 

order for school records to be kept up to date and accurate, regarding any changes to 

contact telephone numbers or actual addresses.  We would also ask that if your child 

has any medical needs which have changed since they started school that the school is 

made aware so appropriate medical plans can be formed.  Examples include: Asthma, Eczema, allergies, 

diabetes.  Again thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 

 

School Prayer 

At St. Mary’s, the children are taught traditional Catholic prayers; these prayers can be 

used at home to support parents in developing their children's knowledge of prayer and 

to continue to develop their children's understanding of what the words mean to us as 

Christians today.  To develop this further we would like to have our own special school 

prayer that we say together as a community every day.   Over the next 3 weeks we will 

be running a competition where we invite the children to think about and write their own school prayer.  

The winning entry will be chosen by Father Tom, governors and the School Council.  I’m very excited to 

read the children’s prayers and have such an important part of our daily collective worship shaped by the 

thoughts and feelings of our children.  Entry forms and further details will come home with the children 

on Friday 8th September. 

 

Roald Dahl Day 

13th September 2017 will see the biggest global celebration of Roald Dahl’s birthday 

so far - it has been 101 years since his birth.  This year we would like to join in the cele-

brations and re-visit the magic of the worlds No.1 story teller! 

Each class will take part in activities linked to the many books by Roald Dahl.  This is 

NOT a dress up day. 

 

Our attendance target for the year is to be above 97% 
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MacMillan Coffee Afternoon 

As we have done in previous years we would like to continue to support McMil-

lan Cancer support - many people within the community have been affected by 

cancer so this cause is close to a great number of people’s hearts.  You are all 

invited to a coffee afternoon in the school hall on Friday 29th September at 

2pm.  To help make this event the overwhelming success it has been in previ-

ous years we are again asking for cakes to be donated; these can be handed in-

to school on the morning of the event.  We hope to see as many of you as possible in school - thankyou 

for your continued support. 

High School 

Cinderella 

We will be taking the children to the theatre again this year as part of our fes-

tive calendar.  This year, on Friday 8th December, we will be going to watch Cin-

derella at The Empire Theatre in Consett.  The cost of this trip will be £11 - this 

money will purchase a ticket for entry, private coach travel and refreshments 

once inside.  The children thoroughly enjoyed this last year and it is a wonderful 

way to start December.  Thank you for your continued support. 

 

School Dinners 

A reminder that the cost of a school meal is be £2 per day.  School dinners are highly 

nutritious and offer the children a lovely warm alternative to a packed lunch.  If you are 

interested in school dinners then please contact the office for further information.  Chil-

dren in Years R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a free school meal as part the governments Uni-

versal Infant Free School Meal initiative; once children enter Year 3 school meals must 

be paid for. 

 

Outdoor Classroom 

I’m very pleased to report that our new outdoor classroom is very nearly finished! Situated at the bottom 

of the school field our new shelter can comfortably sit 30 children, provides shade from the sun, a place 

to take the learning outdoors and is a new ‘headquarters’ for all events situated on the school field.  I’m 

sure that the children will thoroughly enjoy this new addition.  Thanks are extended to everyone who 

helped make this dream a reality for the children. 

The application process for the Secondary Admissions 2018 intake is due to begin on Tuesday 12th Sep-

tember 2017.  Parents can make their application for secondary school online by visiting 

www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions.  The closing date for Secondary School Applications is 31st Oc-

tober 2017.  If parents do not wish to apply online they can complete a paper application form, and 

these are available to print from the above mentioned website. 
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Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Wednesday 13th September Year 6 attend mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Wednesday 13th September KS2 parents welcome meetings 3:15pm Yes 

Friday 15th September Pantomime show AM No 

Wednesday 20th September Welcome mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Wednesday 20th September  KS1 parents welcome meetings 3:15pm Yes 

Wednesday 27th September Year 5 attend mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Friday 29th September McMillan coffee event 2:00pm Yes 

Wednesday 4th October Year 4 attend mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Tuesday 10th October  Harvest mass in school 10:00am No 

Thursday 12th October Year 3 Liturgy 2:30pm Year 3 only 

Wednesday 18th October Year 3 attend mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Thursday 19th October Year R and Year 6 Liturgy 2:30pm Year R and 6 only 

Friday 20th October  House day All day No 

Tuesday 31st October Halloween disco KS1:  5:00pm - 6:30pm 

KS2:  7:00pm - 8:30pm 

No 

No 

Wednesday 8th November Year 2 attend mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Friday 10th November Year 4 Remembrance Liturgy 2:30pm Year 4 only 

Wednesday 15th November  Year 1 attend mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Friday 17th November  Children in need All day No 

Wednesday 22nd November Year 5 Liturgy 2:30pm Year 5 only 

Friday 24th November Interim reports sent to parents 3:15pm No 

Tuesday 28th November Advent mass in school 10:00am No 

Wednesday 29th November Parents evening 3:30pm - 6:00pm Yes 

Thursday 30th November Parents evening 3:30pm - 6:00pm Yes 

Friday 1st December Tree lighting & carol service 5:00pm - 7:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 6th December Year 1 and Year 2 Advent Liturgy 2:30pm Year 1 and 2 only 

Thursday 7th December KS1 Christmas production 1:30pm Yes 

Friday 8th December Whole school pantomime trip AM No 

Monday 11th December KS1 Christmas production 1:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 13th December Carol concert in church 10:00am Yes 

Wednesday 13th December School Christmas dinner Lunch time No 

Thursday 14th December KS2 Christmas production 1:30pm Yes 

Friday 15th December Christmas jumper day All day No 

Friday 15th December KS2 Christmas production 1:30pm Yes 

Monday 18th December KS1 Christmas party All day No 

Tuesday 19th December KS2 Christmas party All day No 

Thursday 21st December House Day All day No 



 

 

Rights Respecting School 

This year we are going to re-set our behaviour policies and approach to behaviour 

management within school.  We are going to embrace the hugely successful Rights 

Respecting School programme and hopefully achieve our Level 1 status by the end 

of the academic year.  The Rights Respecting Schools Award supports schools across 

the UK to embed children’s rights in their ethos and culture. The award recognises 

achievement in putting the UN Convention on the Right of the Child (UNCRC) at the 

heart of a school’s practice to improve well-being and help develop every child’s 

talents and abilities to their full potential. The benefits of this award are sited as being a decrease in bully-

ing, an improvement in achievement and participation; a positive effect on attitudes and global aware-

ness; and a more inclusive caring school environment.  To find out more information please visit: 

www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/ 

Why are children learning about their rights at school? 

In signing the UNCRC all governments have responsibility to make both children and adults aware of these 

rights. Schools are the best place to reach the vast majority of children. Unicef uses the UNCRC as a 

framework for its work for all the world’s children and has developed the Rights Respecting Schools 

Award (RRSA). 

  

How does teaching about children’s rights fit in with the curriculum at St Mary’s RC Primary School? 

We want children at St Mary’s to learn about their rights and feel empowered throughout their educa-

tion. The teaching of rights lends itself incredibly well to many subject areas . 

 

What about children’s respect for the rights of others? 

It is made clear that children have rights as expressed in the UNCRC and they share these with all other 

children in the world. Research has shown that when children are taught in school about their rights un-

der the UNCRC, they are more respecting of the rights of others.  Children who have learnt about their 

rights show: 

 A better understanding of what it means to have rights 

 More positive attitudes to school 

 Better relationships with their classmates and teachers 

 Higher self esteem. 

  

How can parents support their child to learn about the Convention at home? 

 Take the time to ask your child what he/she has learned recently regarding children’s rights 

 Discuss the ideas learned in class, and try to think of examples from your own experiences, or from   

the media, of rights being respected or denied. 

 Discuss how your child or your family can promote respect for rights, or help those whose rights 

have been denied. 

 Ask your child’s opinions on rights. 

There will be lots of updates regarding our progress throughout the year.  If you would be interested in 

joining our new steering group please express your interest to Mrs Roe.  Thankyou for your support. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0vMebz43WAhUCOhQKHfjeC-UQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.st-paulswhiteinch-primary.co.uk%2Frights-respecting-school%2Four-rights-respecting-work&psig=AFQjCNHLF3PXD6

