
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

I can hardly believe that the Autumn term is drawing to a close—it has been so busy that September, and 

the start of the new year, seems a distant memory now.  Throughout this term I must say how impressed I 

have been with our children—their manners, attitude to learning and overall behaviour has been fantas-

tic.  On a personal note can I thank everyone for the support and kindness they have extended to me over 

the past twelve months; you have really helped me feel part of the St Mary’s family. 

 

Wishing you all a very happy and a holy Christmas, 

 

 

Tesco Bags For Life 

I’m delighted to confirm that St Mary’s RC Primary School has been awarded 

£12,000 from Tesco to help fund our improvements for outdoor learning.  On 

behalf of everybody at the school can I thank all those who voted for us and 

helped us to secure this fantastic sum of money.  We will keep you updated with 

the exciting developments in 2017. 

 

Memories for Life 

As mentioned at the Christmas Performances, the Friends of St 

Marys have worked very hard this year recording and editing the 

Christmas Productions so that they can be enjoyed again and again 

at home with friends and family.  The productions, Born in a Barn 

and Hosanna Rock, have been edited to include opening and closing 

credits, and have been added to an encrypted memory stick.  We 

are now taking orders for the memory sticks 

which will cost £5.  It is our aim that each year 

your memory stick can be returned to school 

and the new production added for a nominal fee of £1.  By doing this all memories, 

from the first Buddy Liturgy, all Christmas Productions and finally the Year 6 Leavers 

Assembly will be stored digitally in one place.  If you would like to order a memory 

stick please contact the school office.  Thank you for your continued support. 
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                                              Attendance  

Our whole school attendance is currently running at:  95.8 % 

Thank you for your continued support in helping to raise whole school attendance.  

Please remember that ‘attendance warning letters’ are a supportive vehicle designed to raise awareness 

and in no way threaten.  It is really important that children attend school as one missed day is 5 hours of 

lost learning!  Equally being 10 minutes late each day is the same as only having 4 English lessons that 

week instead of 5.  My door is always open to listen to any concerns parents or carers may have concern-

ing attendance problems.  We are working in partnership to help all children fulfil their potential. 

 

Contacting Teachers 

We offer an Open Door Policy with all our staff and they are always more 

than willing to talk to you.  However, please be aware that, when the bell 

rings on the school yard, teachers are responsible for taking their children 

straight into class to begin lessons.  Therefore, if you need to speak to your 

child’s teacher, please come into the school office well before 8:55am when 

the bell rings, or after school, and our school office staff will kindly go and get 

your child’s class teacher for you.  If you need longer to speak to them please 

make an appointment for a mutually convenient time; phone calls during les-

son time unfortunately will not be taken by teaching staff.  Thank you for you 

co-operation in this matter. 

 

School Choir 

Less than 5 weeks ago St Mary’s did not have a choir! In a very short space of 

time the children have practised a wonderful repartee of festive songs culmi-

nating in being the star attraction at our recent Tree Lighting Service and later 

performing for the elderly members of the community at St Mary’s RC 

Church.  The children have worked exceptionally hard, given up lots of their 

own time, and have shown they are very talented both individually and as a 

group.  The children were supported by special Friends in Mr Watson, Mrs 

Marshall and Mrs Harris.  Thank you to everyone for helping transform our school choir.  

 

Christmas Mass 

A wonderful way to really celebrate the true meaning of Christmas is by attending mass as a family. Fa-

ther Tom invites all children and parents to join with the parish this Christmas. The mass times are: 

Christmas Eve:  St Mary’s Vigil, 6:00pm Children’s Mass & 12:00am Midnight Mass  

Christmas Day:  Our Lady of the Rosary, 9.30am & St Mary’s – 11:00am  

Everyone is welcome 

Our attendance target for the year is to be above 97% 
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  Christmas Performances 

This year we were treated to some really fantastic Christmas Productions; the 

children acted beautifully, sang like angels and individual instrument accompani-

ments were sensational.  It really was a wonderful way to celebrate Christmas in 

school with the children reminding us why Christmas is such a special time for us 

all.  Thanks are extended to all who helped behind the scenes and to the many 

who came and shared the magic with us on the night. 

 

Pantomime Visit 

What an amazing pantomime it was—two hours of laughter and hilarity!  I was 

really proud to accompany the children to this event; all 202 pupils were impecca-

bly behaved and thoroughly enjoyed the show.  As I would expect, and never 

doubted for one moment, the children were fantastic ambassadors for our 

school.  A special thank you to the many volunteers who gave up their time to 

help ensure the children remained safe on the trip.  Everybody is already looking 

forward to 2017 - oh yes they are! 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

On Tuesday, children are free to wear a Christmas jumper instead of their 

school jumper  

 

Interim Reports 

Can I please thank all those who provided me with verbal feedback at parents evening regarding the new 

interim report.  I’m pleased that so many of you feel that the new reports give you more information re-

garding your child’s progress and attainment across the term.  Your next report is scheduled for release 

towards the end of March and will report on the Spring term; the format will be unchanged.  I would like 

to clarify that the attendance figure and subsequent zone refers to the number of ‘present marks’ 

attained via the school register.  Absence for genuine reasons such as medical appointments are author-

ised absences but do still contribute to a child’s overall attendance figure (Only unauthorised absences 

are prosecutable by law).  For the next parent’s evening time slots will be extended to 10 minutes; hope-

fully this will prevent an over-run and parents waiting beyond their scheduled slot. 

E-Safety  

If Santa kindly delivers a mobile phone or games console in your child’s Christmas stocking, we have 

been asked to bring the following site to your attention:  

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/a-parents-guide  

Through this link you will be able to find guidance on how to set up games consoles and phones to 

make them safe to use with children.  
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A Huge Thank You! 

We are so grateful to the many local businesses that have supported St. Mary’s throughout the year by 

generously donating prizes for our raffles and our social events. Their kindness has meant that we are 

able to raise funds for school as well as chosen charities ultimately benefitting all of St. Mary’s children. 

Below is a list, not exhaustive, of the local businesses who have supported us; we would be grateful if par-

ents who use any of the local businesses would also verbally express their thanks.  

School Gates 

Can I please remind all parents and carers that the main school gates are opened to pupils at 8:45am.  The 

decision to keep the gates locked until this time is a safeguarding one as 

there is no member of staff available to supervise the children until this 

time and we don’t want any accidents or children being left unattended.  

This is a decision taken by school leadership along with the governors.  

Mr Smith, who is a highly valued member of staff, is following clear in-

struction and is operating to keep all children safe.  The school will not 

tolerate any abusive or violent behaviour towards any member of staff.  

If anyone wishes to discuss any policy or procedure relating to school life 

then please make an appointment to speak to myself.  On a similar note can I please remind parents to 

park considerately, especially near the school gates.  Thank you for your continued support in this matter. 

 

Christmas Holidays 

Just a reminder that the end of term is Friday 16th December 2016.  The school will be closed for the 

Christmas holidays; a chance for the children to enjoy family time and a well deserved rest before the 

start of the Spring term.  The school will re-open to the children on Tuesday 3rd January 2017.  I wish you 

all a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! 

 

As we move into 2017 Let us Move Forward Together in Hope: 

Glory be to the Father – in whom we live and move and have our being.  

Glory be to the Son – whose name we bear and who calls each of us to be his disciples; to build his King-

dom and to go out into the world and bear its fruit.  

Glory be to the Holy Spirit – pouring out grace and guidance, forming us and renewing us. 

Inspire us all in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle to live the Gospel, to be open to change and to 

move forward together in hope. 
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