
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

We are now entering the Advent period; September and the start of the new school year seems a distant 

memory.  We have achieved so much as a school community throughout this term.  Thank you to every-

one has contributed and supported our school.  With this being the UNBROKEN Mission week it is im-

portant, that as we move towards 2018, our commitment to ensuring St Mary’s provides the very best 

experiences possible for our children remains unbroken. Together our partnership makes a huge differ-

ence!  

 

Parents Evening 

Unfortunately the extreme weather yesterday meant that we had to cancel parents 

evening at short notice.  Can I please advise that parents evening has been resched-

uled for Thursday 7th December; all original timeslots have been transferred across.  

Please accept our apologises for any inconvenience that the re-arrangement may 

have caused.  At parents evening you have either received, or will receive, a copy of 

our revised behaviour policy, an attendance tracker sheet detailing that 97% attend-

ance is what we as a school deem to be GOOD and finally a brief overview of Rights 

Respecting ethos.  Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Memories for Life 

As with last year the Friends of St Marys have worked very hard recording and 

editing the Christmas Productions so that they can be enjoyed again and again at 

home with friends and family.  The productions, ‘Prickly Hay’, ‘Not such a silent 

Night’ and ‘The Miracle Child’  have been edited to include opening and closing 

credits, and have been added to an encrypted memory stick.  We are now taking 

orders for the memory sticks which will cost £5.  It is our aim that each year your 

memory stick can be returned to school and the new production 

added for a nominal fee of £1.  By doing this all Christmas Productions, and finally the Year 6 

Leavers Assembly, will be stored digitally in one place.  If you would like to order a memory 

stick, or would like a production added to your existing ‘Friends of St Mary’s Production 

memory stick’ please contact the school office.  Thank you for your continued support. 
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                                              Attendance  

Our whole school attendance is currently running at:  95.8% 

Thank you for your continued support in helping to raise whole school attendance.  

Please remember that ‘attendance warning letters’ are a supportive vehicle designed to raise awareness 

and in no way threaten.  It is really important that children attend school as one missed day is 5 hours of 

lost learning!  Equally being 10 minutes late each day is the same as only having 4 English lessons that 

week instead of 5.  My door is always open to listen to any concerns parents or carers may have concern-

ing attendance problems.  We are working in partnership to help all children fulfil their potential. 

 

Living the Gospel 

Bobby Watson recently embarked on a fundraising venture with his father - to climb 

Ben Nevis.  The weather was ok for the first 2,000 feet of the climb but then took a 

turn for the worse.  This didn’t put Bobby off and his determination to 

reach the top remained undiminished.  Starting his climb at 8:00am 

exactly he reached the summit at approximately 1:00pm.  Bobby and 

his father climbed Ben Nevis as a sponsored event to raise money 

in a joint venture: to support the Consett Poppy Appeal and also to 

raise funds to help the school purchase a defibrillator.  In total they 

have raised £430 to date.  We are immensely proud of Bobby for 

this fantastic achievement.  If ever there was an example of living 

the Gospel values, and only when necessary using words, then this is it.  Can we ex-

tend our sincere thanks to all who sponsored Bobby and gave so generously. 

 

Admissions Policy Consultation 

Where changes to admission arrangements are intended, all schools are re-

quired to consult before these are determined and published.  The consultation 

will run from Monday 4th December 2017 – Monday 22nd January 2018; a 

consultation response form is available by request from the school.  

 

A copy of the proposed 2019-20 Admissions Policy can be found on the school website by following the 

following steps: Policies, General, Proposed 2019 - 20 Admissions Policy. 

 

The governing body will consider all comments received before they determine the arrangements for 

2019-20. 

 

Hats and Coats 

Can I please remind all parents and carers that all children need a warm coat whilst playing outside during 

the winter period.  This is especially important for those children who go swimming and are going outside 

with wet hair.  We don’t want any children to catch a chill at school.   

Our attendance target for the year is to be above 97% 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjet_3B1OjXAhWCuBoKHcKPBtAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brent.gov.uk%2Fyour-community%2Fbrent-connects%2F&psig=AOvVaw1tHcXVl8BWI9yx6Y6iUHtF&ust=1512212430828382


 

 

            

Tree Lighting and Carol Service - CANCELLED! 

It is with regret that we have taken the decision to cancel tonight’s ‘Tree 

Lighting and Carol Service’ event.  Can I please thank everyone who has con-

tributed so generously towards the fayre.  Can I also please thank all the chil-

dren in the choir who have been practising very hard and sound amazing.  The 

Friends hoped to reschedule this event but are aware that Christmas is draw-

ing close and having an event so close to the end of term may create financial 

pressures that will simply spoil the event.  In all likelihood we will hold a community themed event in the 

new year allowing friends old and new to catch up with a smaller scale tombola, tea and coffee.  It is your 

presence that we really want in school, to welcome you and to showcase all the good things which we do; 

fundraising is a secondary concern and will remain so as we move into the new year.  Thank you for your 

continued support of The Friends of St Mary’s. 

 

Sheep Trail 

A special initiative is taking place between 1st December and 15th December to encourage shoppers to 

do some of their Christmas shopping in Blackhill.  There will be 18 knitted sheep displayed in shop win-

dows throughout this period.  The school will soon be receiving some FREE competition entry sheets 

which invite the children to list down the names of the sheep they find alongside the corresponding shop.  

All completed entries are to be submitted into an entry box at Jaspah Too by the 15th December.  The 

winning entry will be drawn at the Blackhill Methodist Church Coffee Morning on Saturday 16th Decem-

ber.  The winning entry will receive £30.  Please consider supporting local community trade during the 

festive period - thank you. 

Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Wednesday 6th December Year 1 and Year 2 Advent Liturgy 2:30pm Year 1 and 2 only 

Thursday 7th December KS1 Christmas production 1:30pm Yes 

Friday 8th December Whole school pantomime trip AM No 

Monday 11th December KS1 Christmas production 1:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 13th December Carol concert in church 10:00am Yes 

Wednesday 13th December School Christmas dinner Lunch time No 

Thursday 14th December KS2 Christmas production - Yr 3 & 4 1:30pm Year 3 and 4 only 

Friday 15th December Christmas jumper day All day No 

Friday 15th December School sleepover event TBC No 

Friday 15th December KS2 Christmas production - Yr 5 & 6 1:30pm Year 5 and 6 only 

Monday 18th December KS1 Christmas party All day No 

Tuesday 19th December KS2 Christmas party All day No 

Thursday 21st December House day All day No 

Pencil these into your diary! 
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Mission Week 

The theme of the mission is Unbroken – God’s love for us can never and will never be 

broken. 

We have had a wonderful week in school thinking carefully, and reflecting deeply upon, the 

Unbroken Mission.  The children have been hard at work creating prayer stations in their 

classrooms and having daily Collective Worship - all of which has been planned by the chil-

dren. 

The children wanted to leave a legacy and donate something to the other parishes so that 

the work of the mission week is not lost.  The children have designed and made special 

stained glass windows which be donated to each church next week; each window has the 

accompanying message, “Let our partnership remain Unbroken, our love remain strong 

and our friendship unwavering.”  

We also invited parishioners into school to help us make Advent Wreaths, which also be 

donated next week.  It was lovely to see the parishioners working closely with our children 

and celebrating the mission together. 

The children will be coming home tonight with a special mission t-shirt to help them re-

member their special work this week.  This has been a truly wonderful week.  As we move 

forward can we all take a moment to remember: 

God’s love for us can never and will never be broken. 


