
 

 

Dear Parents, Carers & Parishoners, 

The whole school is working so well at present and the children have certainly impressed in their attitude 

to work and play so early into the term - Well Done everyone.  A special congratulations to Reception as 

they have now completed 2 full weeks at school - we have some very tired children today!  I was delighted 

to see our clubs start this week.  We are fully committed to offering a wide range of activities for the chil-

dren and hope to expand our range of clubs further. These clubs will now run through until December. 

Finally, I really feel for parents when we cannot identify lost uniform with no labels. Sadly, every year we 

have children who lose uniform due to clothes not being labelled. Can I ask everyone to label uniform 

clearly or, better still, attach printed labels so we can return uniform that gets lost. 

 

Open the Book 

We recently welcomed the Open the Book team into school - the first story they shared was the Creation 

Story.  All children were impeccably behaved and interacted brilliantly with their props.  Every other 

Thursday the children will get the chance to bring Bible stories to life and to deepen their understanding 

of the key messages.  What has been clear this week after watching the children is that they all live the 

Gospel everyday and only when necessary do they use words.   
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                                              Attendance  

Our whole school attendance is currently running at:  96.5% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our attendance target for the year is to be above 97% 

Year   

   

Attendance 

this week: 

Autumn-

Term  

Attendance 

so far: 

R 97.6% 98.9% 

1 92.7% 96.8% 

2 86.7% 92.9% 

3 91.3% 95.6% 

4 95% 97.6% 

5 92.6% 95.8% 

6 97.9% 98.1% 

It makes such a difference 

to your children’s academic 

and personal development 

by coming to school as 

often as possible.  Thank 

you for your support in 

helping us to achieve our 

97%  

Lets all work together 

to achieve our target 

of being above 97% 

Rainbow Rewards 

Red Is for the blood he gave (FRIENDSHIP) Isla 

Yellow Sebastien Is for his light so bright (KINDNESS) 

Pink Samuel Is for a new tomorrow (COMPASSIONATE) 

Green Archie Is for the grass he made (A GOOD DEED) 

Orange Is strong and full of might (COURAGE) William 

Purple Maya Is for his hour of sorrow (SAYING SORRY) 

Blue Connor Is for the sky he made so we can aim high (EFFORT) 

The rainbow is a sign of God’s promise, 

He will guide us through any storm. 

When you feel battered by life’s storms, 

Just remember God’s rainbow is coming - 

It’s only a prayer away. 

The application process for the Secondary Admissions 2020 intake opened on Thursday 12th Septem-

ber 2019.  Parents can make their application for secondary school online by visiting 

www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions.  The closing date for Secondary School Applications is 31st 

October 2019.  If parents do not wish to apply online they can complete a paper application form, and 

these are available to print from the above mentioned website. 
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Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Tuesday 24th September KS2 Parents curriculum meeting 3:15pm & 4:15pm Yes 

Wednesday 25th September Yr 3 & 4 mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Tuesday 1st October Harvest Festival mass in school 10:00am No 

Friday 4th October CAFOD brighten up—non uniform day All day No 

Wednesday 9th October Yr 5 & 6 mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Friday 18th October Year 3 Liturgy 2:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 23rd October Yr 1 & 2 mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Wednesday 23rd October Yr R & 6 Welcome Liturgy 2:30pm Yes 

Thursday 24th October McMillan Coffee afternoon 2:15pm Yes 

Thursday 24th October Halloween —non uniform day All day No 

Friday 25th October School Closed:  INSET DAY All day No 

Friday 8th November  Yr 4 Remembrance Liturgy 2:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 13th November Yr 3 & 4 mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Friday 22nd November Yr 5 Liturgy 2:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 26th November Parents evening 3:30pm—6:00pm Yes 

Wednesday 27th November Yr 1 & 2 mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Thursday 28th November Parents evening 3:30pm—6:00pm Yes 

Friday 29th November Christmas fayre and tree lighting TBC Yes 

Wednesday 4th December Yr 5 & 6 mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Wednesday 4th December  Yr 1 & 2 Advent Liturgy 2:30pm Yes 

Friday 6th December Whole school PANTO trip AM No 

Monday 9th December  KS1 Christmas production 1:45pm Yes 

Tuesday 10th December KS1 Christmas production 1:45pm Yes 

Wednesday 11th December Christmas dinner day 12:00pm No 

Thursday 12th December Yr 3 & 4 Christmas production 1:45pm Yes 

Thursday 12th December Yr 1 & 2 mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Friday 13th December Christmas jumper day All day No 

Friday 13th December Yr 5 & 6 Christmas production 1:45pm Yes 

Monday 16th December KS1 Christmas party day All day No 

Tuesday 17th December KS2 Christmas party day All day No 

Wednesday 18th December Whole school mass at church 10:00am Yes 

Thursday 19th December HOUSE DAY: Christmas theme All day No 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 



 

 

 Star of the Week 

                                                      Online Safety  

There are real advantages in maintaining an open dialogue with your child about their internet use. Not 

sure where to begin? These conversation starter suggestions can help.  

Ask your children to tell you about the sites they like to visit and what they enjoy doing online  

Ask them about how they stay safe online. What tips do they have for you, and where did they learn 

them? What is OK and not OK to share?  

Ask them if they know where to go for help, where to find the safety advice, priva-

cy settings and how to report on, or block, the services they use.  

Encourage them to help someone! Perhaps they can show you how to do some-

thing better online or they might have a friend who would benefit from their help and support.  

Think about how you each use the internet. What more could you do to use the internet? Together? Are 

there activities that you could enjoy as a family? Find out more ways of starting a conversation about 

online safety at www.childnet.com/have-a-conversation  

Harper Year R For being a good friend and always listening well in class.  Well Done! 

Year R Joe For amazing effort all week and hearing your initial sounds.  Well Done! 

Autumn Year 1 For good listening, writing and editing about the 5 senses.  Super Stars! 

Year 1 Philip For good listening, writing and editing about the 5 senses.  Super Stars! 

Florence Year 2 For always trying your best and being a shining example to others.  Well Done 

Jacob Year 2 For working really hard with your practical maths.  A fantastic week.  Well Done! 

Lacey Mc Year 3 For amazing effort in all lessons.  A super week—Well Done! 

Ryan Mc Year 3 For excellent effort in Maths all week.  You are making great progress.  Well Done! 

Isabelle Year 4 For concentrating and trying your best all week.  A super star! 

Archie Year 4 For being a model pupil all week and for amazing listening and concentration. 

Ollie Year 5 For a super effort in Maths this week.  You have been an inspiration. 

Maggie Year 5 For a great start to life at St Mary’s and for showing an excellent attitude to work! 

Dylan Year 6 For hard work and amazing effort all week.  You have been a shining star! 

Year 6 Chloe For hard work and amazing effort all week.  You have been a shining star! 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, fill us with your love that we may count nothing too small to do for you, 

nothing too much to give and nothing too hard to bear. Amen  

http://www.childnet.com/have-a-conversation
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Golden Ticket Winners  

Reading Recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents Entering School  

Can we please ask that NO parent/carer enters the school building through 

any door apart from through the main office. No one should be in the premis-

es without being signed in and wearing a badge. Over the past week several 

parents have walked through the school after entering playground doors 

without permission; we need to safeguard our children at all times. Thank you for your understanding. 

Reception 

100% - The whole class.   

Well Done everyone. 

Year 1 

100% - The whole class.   

Well Done everyone. 

Year 2 

Tiaamii, Gabby, Rosie, Alfie, Georgina, Leah, Ella, 

John-George, Grethyn, Josie, Noah, Millie, Eliza, Ja-

cob, Maya, Joshua, Florence, Evan, Amelia, Heath, 

Sophia, John 

Year 3 

Evie, Ryan, Shay, Emilie, Holly, Freya, Ben, Eva, Abi-

gail, Lillie, James, Grace, Lacey-Mai, Will, Adam, 

Ichiro, Hermione, Levi, William, Keelie, Max 

Year 4 

Olivia, Michael, Alice, Grace, Toby, Mikey, Grace, 

Jonty, Ellis, Faye, Jacobe, Lola, Ella, Theo, Eva, Con-

nor, Allyssia, Toby, Rhys, Isabelle, Robert, Archie 

Year 5 

Alfie, Riley, Isla, Nathan, Harry, Kai, Joshua, Hayden, 

Scarlett, Casper, Joseph, Eve, Scarlett, Ethan, Halle, 

Roan, Ollie, Annabel, Maggie 

Year 6 

Tallah, Charlotte, Henry, Sebastian, Sophie, Chloe, 

Archie, Alex, Jessica, Alfie, Lilly, Olivia, Elizabeth, 

Scarlett, Imogen, Courtney, Liam, Amelia, Chloe, 

Rose, Marysia 

Well Done to all those children who have received 

individual Golden Tickets.  

KS1 KS2 

  

The Mousehole Cat  
Antonia Barber  

Way Home  
Gregory Rogers  
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First Holy Communion Preparation—Year 4 

The children will prepare for the Sacrament using the Diocesan programme.  As you 

will remember from when your child was baptised, parents have a duty of care to en-

sure their children's spiritual and religious needs are being met. Very important prom-

ises were made at their baptism to ensure children are brought up to understand and 

practice their catholic faith.  Preparation for the Sacraments is very much a partnership 

between home, parish and school to ensure we work together as a community.  Mrs 

Smith, a parish catechist and programme leader, will hold a meeting for parents of Year 4 children on 

Thursday 26th September at 6:00pm here at St Mary’s. This will be a short meeting to inform parents of 

the programme details and to allow parents to ask any questions they might have.  The children will be 

preparing for the Sacraments in school. They will follow two modules of work relating to Reconciliation 

and the Eucharist. These will take place during normal curriculum R.E. lessons. 

 

St Mary’s RC Primary School 

SUGGESTION SLIP 

 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………..     Telephone No: …………………………………………………. 

 

If you prefer to remain anonymous, that is fine.  It is your views that we really want. 

Please detail below how we can improve the school further, state any areas where you think we excel, 

or ask any questions you would like answered: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Statement to Live by this week: 

‘I can say one good thing about myself’ 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.villageofelbridge.com%2Fuploads%2F5%2F5%2F1%2F3%2F55132059%2F9970726_orig.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.villageofelbridge.com%2Fcomments--suggestions--complaints.html&docid=YozSRYAkWy5qwM&tbnid=drA
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcsittingbourne.org.uk%2Fuploads%2F7%2F2%2F0%2F2%2F72029615%2F6877530.jpg%3F250&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcsittingbourne.org.uk%2Ffirst-holy-communion.html&docid=UZNcZ3Pz-MKHxM&tbnid=ApSNZXvb4IMV


 

 

 

 

 

Prayer is communicating with God. It can be anything from doing the dishes to riding a bike, reading 

the Bible to praying an to an icon, eating an ice-cream to dancing in the streets. When it comes to pray-

er, it is much more about the attitude we do things with, than what we do. 

Creative prayer is Engaging.  

Creative prayer is Experiential.  

Creative prayer is Exciting.  

Year 3 Creative Prayer:  Think-

ing about, and praying for oth-

ers, all over the world. 

Year 6 Collective 

Worship in the 

classroom. 



 

 

Gospel Reflection 

Gospel: Taken from the Gospel for 15th September 2019 (Luke 15:1-32): Forgiveness  

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear 

what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. “This man,” they 

said, “welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he spoke this parable to them: 

“What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would not leave the ninety

-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing one till he found it? And when he 

found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home, 

call together his friends and neighbours? ‘Rejoice with me,’ he would say, “I have found my sheep that 

was lost.’ In the same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner 

than over ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of repentance. Or again, what woman with ten 

drachmas would not, if she Iost one, light a lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she 

found it? And then, when she had found it, call together her friends and neighbours? ‘Rejoice with me,’ 

she would say, ‘I have found the drachma I lost.’ In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the 

angels of God over one repentant sinner.” Jesus also said: “A man had two sons. The younger said to his 

father, ‘Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.’ So the father divided the 

property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a 

distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. When he had spent it all, that 

country experienced a severe famine. So he left the place and went back to his father. While he was still a 

long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and 

kissed him tenderly. And they began to celebrate. Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way 

back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked 

what it was all about. ‘Your brother has come,’ replied the servant, ‘and your father has killed the calf we 

had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.’ He was angry then and refused to go in, and 

his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, ‘Look, all these years I have slaved for 

you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate 

with my friends. But for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property - he and 

his women - you kill the calf we had been fattening.’ The father said, ‘My son, you are with me always and 

all I have is yours. But it is only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead 

and has come to life; he was lost and is found.’”  

Is there anyone you have not yet forgiven? Sometimes it is not easy  

  

Head Boy and Head Girl 

Head Girl and Head boy are prestigious positions which carry a lot of responsibility; 

they will assist myself in showing guests around the school and will speak on behalf of 

the children about what makes our school so magical.  The qualities that are needed 

to be an excellent ‘head’ are politeness, being trustworthy, setting a positive example 

to others and being a good communicator.  This year the following two children, who 

exemplify these qualities have been chosen:    Dylan  and Elizabeth.  We’re all sure 

you will be fantastic ambassadors for our school. 
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