






BACKGROUND NOTES FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

About the Theme – Universal Church

Dear Parent/Carer,

Throughout their education, your child is preparing to live and work in a changing,

global society. In this topic, they will be learning about global justice issues, and

put their faith into action in order to build a just and fair world. Each year group

will learn about a different aspect of our Universal Church, through scripture,

prayer, stories and a range of different activities.



The Dignity of the Human Person

God made each of us, which means each of us is very special. It is not important if you are

tall or small, or happy or sad, or if you have many toys or no toys. What is important is that

each of us is special because of God’s love. And we must treat others in a caring way because

they were made by God too.

We Are Called to Live as Family and Community

Jesus knows that people can only be happy if they have families and friends. He tells us that

we can let these important people help us. He asks us to help them too.

Rights and Responsibilities

All of God’s people need these things: food, work, clothes, a home, a school, and a doctor to

help when they are sick. Every single person on earth needs these. Some people have what

they need, but many people don’t. Jesus wants the people who already have what they need

to help these others. Jesus wants us to take care of this.

We Are Called to Stewardship

God made the earth and sky. God made all the people all over the world. God made the

spiders and dogs and butterflies and tigers and pandas and all the other animals. God made

the tulips, the trees, the tomatoes and all the plants. And, God tells us we must take good

care of them. It is an important job.

Through the Universal Church topics children will explore key principles of Catholic Social Teaching:



An Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

You need food, water, a house, your school, a good doctor and a job for the grown-up who takes care of you. So

does everybody else on the whole Earth. But there are many people who do not have these things. Jesus wants us

to take extra good care of these people.

The Dignity and Rights of Workers

All people work in some way. Their work should be safe and helpful to them because God made them. By our

work, we help ourselves and others, and we show our love to God.
Solidarity

All people are God’s children. That makes us brothers and sisters. We are connected to each other. It is as if 
everyone in the world held hands! We can be very different from each other, but we are still one family—God’s 
family.
Promotion of peace

When we fall out with our friends we must say sorry, try to put things right and then try to be even better friends.  
We must always try to live in peace and get on with everyone. This is not easy but Jesus wants us to keep on 
trying.
The common good is central to Catholic Social teaching and is linked to social justice. At the heart of this teaching 

is respect for the human person made in the image of God; the social well-being and development of all; peace 

between all peoples; understanding of the equality of all and respect for difference; human solidarity and an 

awareness of being part of God’s global family.

Children know and understand:  Justice for the good of all 

The work which Christians do for the common good of all



Week 1: Explain how fairness is about everyone having an equal 

share of something or being treated exactly the same. Justice is 

more than fairness. Justice might mean taking into consideration 

individual circumstances and not treating everyone the same. Being 

just does not always mean being fair.

Ask children to think of a time when they think they have been 

treated unfairly and write or sketch it. Was the incident unjust or just 

and why. Talk about CAFOD and how it works to help stop injustice 

and unfairness around the world. If possible ask children to visit the 

website to explore the work of CAFOD.
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Grammar Vocabulary

Introduction Today children will look at more words relating to grammar. Ask them if 
they can think of any words that are ‘grammar’ words. 

Main Teaching 
Activity 

Get the children to look at the word list and see if they can write a 
synonym or a simple sentence using each one. E.g. a sentence where they 
circle the object. 

Share the synonyms and definitions and address any misconceptions.

Independent 
Activity

Get children to work in small groups, one child picks one of the spelling list 
words and writes the first letter on a mini whiteboard, then passes the 
board to their left, the next child writes the next letter of the word and so 
on until the word is complete. 

The child that writes the final letter checks the spelling is correct and then 
picks another word from the board to start again.

Spellings

subject

object

active

passive

synonym

antonym

ellipsis

hyphen

colon

punctuation



Spellings
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object
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passive

synonym

antonym
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hyphen

colon

punctuation
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For each of your spellings create a definition or use it in a sentence.





Activity 3: Underlying pattern of adverts 



Underlying structure of advert/persuasion Model Text

• Punchy/catchy title The Multi-Function Mobile Phone

Opening hook – to make reader feel must have this 
item

Are you a spy interested in the latest, state-of-the-art gadgets? If so, you 
will need the new Multi-Function Mobile Phone. Don’t be the only spy left 
stranded on your next mission unable to contact those back home.

List main features in persuasive manner The Multi-Function Mobile Phone is the ideal phone for all spies as it 
boasts a host of amazing features. Firstly, it has worldwide access so that 
you can always be in contact with HQ. Additionally, it has a cloaking mode 
allowing you to make untraceable calls.

Extra features or bonuses This ideal mobile phone has the added bonus of a hidden tranquillizer dart 
that can be fired through the aerial. It is guaranteed to leave your enemies 
stunned (though with no serious aftereffects). A further feature is that the 
phone is made from titanium steel; it is unbreakable, working both 
underwater and in outer space!

Key reason for purchasing gadget Perhaps the most essential reason for purchasing this ‘must-have’ phone, 
is that it can only be used by the owner. Access to the phone is restricted 
using a Fingerprint Recognition Scanner (or F.R.S. for short). Your secret 
missions and evidence will be safe using this phone as it is simply 
impossible to hack into.



Underlying structure of advert/persuasion Model Text

Supporting quotation from a well-known person Don’t just take our word for it! Listen to what James Bond – who is known 
by his code number 007 – has to say about this must-have phone: “I 
thought I had every gadget I required until Q invented the Multi-function 
Mobile Phone. Now I wouldn’t possibly attempt a mission without it.” 

Free offers plus necessary information (website, 
phone number, price) 

If that weren’t enough, the Multi-function Mobile Phone comes 
complete with a wireless charger and free leather case. Make sure you 
don’t miss out: buy today by visiting www.spygadgetzone.com!
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Here’s a couple ideas of 
things you could do. 






